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A MESSAGE from Pastor Maggard  

	
Dear Saints of Grace, 
    
     There are many ways you can describe the job of a 
pastor. My favorite is that I am a dispenser of God’s 
grace. I get to hand out God’s forgiveness. How 
amazing is that? Another way I like to think about my 
job is this way: I’m preparing you to die well.  
     What do I mean by “die well?” I certainly do not 
mean that there will not be any pain or sorrow. We will 
experience both. Psalm 90 says, “Make us glad for as 
many days as you have afflicted us, and for as many 
years as we have seen evil (v. 15).” Because of 
original sin, we are sinful and live in a sinful world. We 
will see both affliction and evil in this life. They are 
realities that accompany our deaths. 
     When I say “die well,” I mean that you die in the 
Faith. The verse before verse 15 says, “Satisfy us in 
the morning with your steadfast love, that we may 
rejoice and be glad all our days (Psalm 90:14). 
Steadfast love is the Old Testament gospel word. 
Even though Israel broke God’s covenant just as we 
do today, God remains steadfast in His love for us. He 
sent Jesus to become the new Adam and die in our 
place so that you and I may live even though we pass 
through death. God’s steadfast love, shown to us in 
font, altar and proclamation, allow us to rejoice and be 
glad in the midst of affliction and evil even in “the 
valley of the shadow of death (Psalm 23:4).” 
     The funeral is a place where the Christian who dies 
confesses their faith one last time! The focus of the 
funeral is on the risen Christ and the deceased 
Christian’s life in Christ. We always want to confess 
the bodily resurrection which we confess every week 
in the Nicene Creed. And the reason we have such 
confidence in our bodily resurrection is the historical 
fact of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Jesus won 
  
 

 
 
 
the victory over sin, death, and the devil and He 
passes that victory on to you. Your death in Christ is a 
victory over sin, death, and the devil as well!  
     The Propers of the Day are the changeable parts 
of the service. It includes elements like the introit, 
readings, hymns, collect of the day and the like. There 
is a suggested list of these items in the Lutheran 
Service Book Agenda which I use to serve you the 
Word of God. They focus on Jesus and what He has 
done. Think about the hymns that might be sung at 
your funeral. Do they talk about what Christ has done? 
Or do they focus on your feelings? Do they give praise 
to God for the Baptism of the dearly departed saint? 
Or do they talk about your works for God? What do 
you want for the non-Christian to hear at your funeral 
(and I guarantee there are more non-Christians in 
your circle of family and friends than you think there 
are)? Do you want them to hear the Gospel so that 
they too might be saved? 
     This does not mean the deceased person is not 
mentioned or that they are ignored. God’s grace was 
active in a real person who won a real victory over the 
real enemies of sin, death, and the devil. The sainted 
person was like the rest of us Christians, full of sin and 
good works. They won the victory because of Christ’s 
Good Work.  
     Eulogies and stories do not belong in the funeral 
service. They do belong to the dinner afterward and 
any other time as thoughts of the loved one come up. 
We will miss the person who has passed on from 
death to life. It is good to tell stories and remember 
how they influenced our lives. It is good to drink a 
toast in their honor. It is good to celebrate their life.  
     I want you to think about your own funeral. I also  
 
 
want you to discuss it with me. It is so much better 

   

        Our mission to the Inland 
Empire is to be heralds of the 
transforming Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, healers to our brothers 
and sisters in Christ, and 
upholders of God’s will and 
Word. 



when death is not imminent. Plus, I want you to have  
input. I can make decisions after you die, but I would 
rather have your input. You will be enjoying the glories 
of being with your Lord Jesus Christ face to face. I 
want your last confession to be something you 
confess in light of others who have confessed the 
Faith before us. 
     May God teach you to number your days (Psalm 
90:12). 
 

In Jesus Name! 
Pastor Maggard 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
	
Dear Grace Family, 
 
      I hope you are enjoying your summer activities. 
Remember we have our Voters’ Assembly on Sunday, 
August 18, 2019. Please let any church council 
member know if there is anything you want to talk 
about.  
      As always, we are looking to fill key positions on 
the church council so let me know if you’re interested 

In His Service,  
Chuck Stringham, President  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

         
Our next Family Fun Night is coming up! 

 
Mark your calendars for "Game Night" 
Wednesday, August 21, at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Wear your favorite team apparel!              
 
We will play charades, trivia, and other group games. 
Dinner will be a hot dog and nacho bar and there will 
be a sign-up for sides and desserts or if you are just 
going to attend. 
 
Don't miss out on the fun... 
Bring your friends and neighbors!  
 
See you then! 
Barbara Dellinger 
 

 

EVANGELISM 
“Love Thy Neighbor” 

 

     We’ve been reviewing the explanation of The 
Lord’s Prayer in the small catechism as part of our 
Adult Sunday School/Bible Study class. I was 
especially interested in the explanation of the fourth 
petition, “Give us this day our daily bread. What does 
this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to 
everyone without our prayers, even to all evil people, 
but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to 
realize this and to receive our daily bread with 
thanksgiving.” 
    Then later under question #274 it asks, “Does God 
give me daily bread only for my own needs? And the 
response is:  No. God wants us to share with others in 
need and to include them in our prayers.” 
     The supporting Bible citations are: 
1 Timothy 5:8 If anyone does not provide for his 
relatives, and especially for members of his 
household, he has denied the faith and is worse than 
an unbeliever. 
Hebrews 13:16 Do not neglect to do good and to 
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing 

	

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
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to God. 
1 John3:17 -18 If anyone has the world’s goods and 
sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against 
him, how does God’s love abide in him? 
      Little children, let us not love in word and deed but 
in deed and in truth. So continue to support and give 
to Grace Cares, Rialto Child Assistance (our local 
food bank), Rialto’s increasing homeless population, 
etc. God has been gracious to us. Share our abundant 
blessings with others so they, too, can know about 
God’s overflowing love and grace! 
       I will end by quoting part of the Monday Morning 
prayer which is from the current edition of the Portals 
of Prayer: “O God, on this day as our work begins 
anew, prosper the works of our hands we pray. We 
thank you for the daily vocations to which you have 
called us. Grant us hearts of love and service to our 
neighbor as we live each day with faith in your 
promises. Bring us all, O Lord, to our homes and 
families in joyful reunion at the end of the day. In 
Jesus’ name.  Amen.” 

 

 
City of Rialto “National Night Out”, August 6th 
5pm – There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for 
those willing to set up and work at a church booth. 
This is a way of getting our church out in the public. 

 

Daring Diners:  Woody’s Classic Grill, Saturday - 
August 10th at 2pm – Check out the menu while you 
are signing up in the narthex.  Located at  
 22400 Barton Road, Unit 1.  Grand Terrace 

 

Bible Studies are starting - August 8th for 
Thursday morning and August 13th  for Tuesday 
evening 

 

 Lutheran Night at Angel Stadium, Saturday, 
September 14th:  Tickets must be purchased in 

August for the discount.  Please see the flyer or Kathy 
Holm for information. 

 

September 15th, “Everyone His Witness” will be 
starting in the Sunday morning adult bible class.  
Please sign up ahead of time so a workbook may be 
ordered for you. 

 

Talent Show in October – We’re kicking around 
ideas for a theme and dates and times. We’re also 
looking for an emcee and those with talent or a 
talented juggler in our midst.  Please contact Kathy 
Holm if you’re interested in serving on the planning 
committee. 
 

Kathy Holm, Evangelism Chair   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OUR TITHES FOR THE LORD’S WORK 

 

Year to date through 6/30: 
     2017 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    $ 102,151.96 
     2018 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    $ 243,325.51 
     2019 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    $ 103,089.92	
	
June offerings - 2017 . . .. . . . . . . .  $    16,548.00 

 

June offerings - 2018  . . . . . . . . . .  $    15,925.00 
June offerings - 2019  . . . . . . . . . . .   $    18,730.00	
 

 

 
The Robbins, Guerra and Schlichtemeier 

families sincerely thank all of you for the many 
kindnesses extended to us at the time of 

Virginia Robbins' illness, passing, and 
memorial service:  cards, calls, emails, visits, 
meals, church and audio visual preparation, 

choir, graveside and memorial service 
shepherding, organ and piano 

accompaniment, lunch preparation, serving 
and clean-up.  It is an understatement to say 

we'll miss her, but our joy is in the sure 
knowledge that she now abides with Jesus in 

His heavenly home. 



Dear Grace Family, 
 
Please contact the church office when:    
 

• a member of your family is admitted to the 
hospital so visits can be made  	

• someone you know is very ill or has passed 
away	

• your class, board, or group would like to use 
the church for a meeting or event so it can be 
scheduled on the church calendar	

• your contact information or address changes  	
• a new baby arrives in your family	
• you want to share a funny joke 	
•  a member of your family leaves home for 

college, joins the military, or is getting married  	
• you would like to have a member call you to 

visit or assist you in some way  	
• you have a prayer request  	
• you would like to share your time and talents 	
• you feel the church can assist you in any way 
• you need to schedule private confession and 

absolution with Pastor. 

 

email – gracelutheranrialto@gmail.com 
      phone – 909-875-3163 

website: www.gracelutheranrialto.com 
 

						
 

Thank you for remembering our “shut-ins” Margaret 
Dickenson, Esther Katt, Jan Mansell, Jane Mathews, 
Joyce McFarland, Dick & Margie Nelson, Evelyn 
Smith, Charlie & Millie Thompson, Joyce Waters and 
Pamela Woodcox. 
 
This month’s added prayers – Thankfulness for 
successful surgeries for Sherrie Smith, Sandy 
Stringham and Randy York.  Also,  Janet Diekhoff; 
Carla Del Rio’s son, Jabob’s fiancée’s family; Patti & 
Joe Guerra; Larry Maudlin; Gary Mansell; Jeanne 
Nelson’s friends – Jeremiah and family; Don and 
Susan Sidoti; Dolores Smith; Michael Smith; Nancy 
Telizyn’s friends – Hilary and her mom, Helen; 

Jonathan Torrance and family. 
 

We keep in prayer Kurt & Denise Wampole and Tony 
Mantz. 
 

 We pray for all of our troops overseas and their 
families, and for our own young people in uniform: 
Kurt Wampole, Jr., Noah Nery, Jeremiah and Summer 
Hart, Jacob Blanton and Jacob Livoni. 
 
 

	
	

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS   
 

  3 Anthony  Mahomes 
  4 Jacob  Petrovick 
  8 Alexis  Smith 
 Matthew  Nehls 

13 Margaret  Dickenson 
 Grace  Nelson 

19 Amy Belter 
26 Patti Guerra 
27 Bill Choske 
30 Diane Kline 

 
AUGUST BAPTISMS 
 

Do you know when you were baptized?  
Just send a quick email to the church office at:     
           gracelutheranrialto@gmail.com 
 
AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 
FUNNY CORNER 
 
à Why did the gum cross the road?   
            

             It was stuck to the chicken’s foot! 
 

  4 Luis and Carla Del Rio 
  6 John and Sandra Scharlemann 
  7 Andrew and Kathy Holm 
 Josh and Emily Torrance Sr 

  8 Mike and Carol Draney 
20 Scott and Diana Klemm 
25 Ken and Amy  Franzen 
31 Brian and Ashley Smith 


