
 

The Holy Memorial of Virginia Robbins 
1 Peter 1:3-9 

 
Dear Mark; dear Pa�i; dear family; dear friends of Virginia, grace, peace 
and mercy be unto you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
May God the Father who raised Christ from the dead and who will raise 
Virginia from the dead on the last day give you comfort during this 
difficult time. 
 
We gather here today to remember Virginia Robbins, but much more we 
gather here today to remember her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
 
First, we must clear up a misconception. The death of Virginia is tragic. You 
might be tempted to think that since Virginia lived 96 years, and a full 96 
years indeed, that it was her time. Or that it was “natural” that she die after 
such a full life. Virginia’s death is just as tragic as the death of an infant or 
teenager or young adult. All death is tragic. We mourn for our loss. We will 
miss Virginia and rightly so. We will miss her abundant stories. Her smile 
that could light up a room. Her impeccable style. Pa�y informed me that 
Virginia made the green paraments. Every time I see them, I will think of 
Virginia and her significant impact on Grace Lutheran Church.  
 
Death is a tragedy because death is the result of sin. In Romans, Paul says 
that “sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and 
so death spread to all men because all sinned (Romans 5:12).” Adam and 
Eve were not made to die. They had the tree of life in the Garden of Eden. 
They were meant to live eternally with their creator. They were made in the 
image of God and stood perfectly righteous before Him. They had perfect 
communion with their Creator and with each other. By their disobedience, 
sin entered the world, and with it, death.  
 
No longer was man born in the image of God, but in the image of sinful 
Adam (Genesis 5:3). Now all men pay the price of sin and must face death.  

 



 
Sin comes in all forms and varieties doesn’t it? The main sin. The chief sin 
is that we no longer “fear, love, and trust in God above all things (Small 
Catechism).” Our hearts are not pointed to God as they ought to be, but 
they are curved in on themselves so that we become our own gods. Out of 
this heart curved in on itself pours many sins in thought, word, and deed. 
If you examine your life honestly, you know this to be true. How many 
times have you lived as if God did not ma�er? How many times have you 
lived for yourself instead of others? How many times have you expected 
perfection from someone else, but give yourself all manner of excuses for 
your sin? Being confronted with death, as you are today, gives you the 
opportunity to reflect deeply on how you will face death. If you are left in 
the state into which you were born, you are doomed! 
 
The Good News today is that God does not leave you to your fate of death! 
In our epistle reading today, we hear that “according to His great mercy, 
He has caused us to be born again to a living hope (1 Peter 1:3).” Notice 
here that God is the cause of rebirth into a living hope. God sent His only 
son, Jesus, into the world “in order that the world might be saved through 
Him (John 3:17).” Jesus willingly suffered the agonies of the cross so that 
all your sin is paid for. Every sinful thought. Every sinful word. Every 
sinful deed. But God doesn’t stop there. He replaces your sinful, curved in 
on itself, heart, with a new heart. A heart that loves God and delights to do 
His will. The prophet Ezekiel announces to us God’s promise, “I will 
sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give 
you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove 
the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh (Ezekiel 
36:26).” 
 
Ezekiel is talking about baptism. Jesus says that you must be born again, 
that is, born of water and spirit (John 3:3,5). Peter, later in this same epistle 
says, “Baptism… now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but 

2 



as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of 
Christ (1 Peter 3:21).” That is why Peter says that being born again leads to 
a living hope. We have this living hope because Christ is raised from the 
dead. His payment for your sin and for my sin is paid in full. And because 
Christ was raised from the dead, those who have a living hope will also be 
raised from the dead to a wonderful inheritance. 
 
Peter describes that inheritance as “imperishable, undefiled, and unfading 
(1 Peter 1:4).” It’s like Peter can’t pile enough words together to say how 
wonderful this inheritance is. Because it is so awesome, we have a living 
hope and not a dead hope. 
 
If there is anyone who embodies that living hope it is Virginia. As 
Christians, we are not   meant to live dull, listless lives doing all we can to 
please a harsh taskmaster. Many people look at the ten commandments 
like that and think there is no fun or joy in being a Christian. God made the 
world for us to enjoy. He gave us the ten commandments because, as our 
creator, He knows how He made us. Even when non-Christians live 
externally by the ten commandments, things go well for them. But God 
wants so much more for you than external obedience. He wants to give you 
a new heart so that you live in joy before Him. And live in joy before your 
fellow man.  
 
Virginia exuded that joy. She is sainted. We don’t pray to the saints. We 
don’t light candles for the saints. We don’t forget them, however. We thank 
God for them and their influence on our lives. And we learn from their 
example. What can we learn from the sainted life of Virginia? 
 
First, you learn that your life is made joyful in the church. Virginia told me 
this story a few times. She would start off with “I hate to tell you this 
pastor…” She was raised in the church. When she got married, she wasn’t 
going to church. As soon as she had a child, she knew that she had to be in 
church. The gift of eternal life, the gift of joy is distributed at the church. 
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Baptism washes you clean of all your sins and makes you a member of 
God’s family in the church.  
 
Absolution declares you forgiven so that you know that your sins from the 
past week haven’t cut you off from the God who gives you joy.  
 
The preaching proclaims God goodness so that you know Him be�er.  
 
The Lord’s Supper gives you the very Body and Blood of Jesus who is the 
source of all joy.  
 
The New Testament reading was about Simeon who saw and held the 
infant Christ (Luke 2:25-32). We sing it after every communion. Peter says 
that even though you haven’t seen Christ, you love Him (1 Peter 1:8). In 
faith, you hold Jesus just as certainly as Simeon did. That is why we sing 
Simeon’s song every time after we receive our Lord’s body and blood. 
Virginia was delighted to receive her Lord’s body and blood before she 
died. She had missed the previous Sunday because of her illness and was 
so happy to receive it.  
 
I asked Pa�y to give me a word that summed up her mother. It was 
“legacy.” A living hope produces a living legacy. You can’t take your 
possessions, prestige, or honors to heaven; but you can take your family. 
And what a wonderful legacy Virginia has left. You who have the same 
living hope will join her in the same inheritance that she now possesses. 
Would that we all leave such a legacy! 
 
Second, you can learn to appreciate others. Virginia genuinely cared about 
everyone around her. You know how some people ask “how are you 
doing” and don’t really mean it? Virginia always meant it. I was always 
amazed at how Virginia talked with everyone and cared about their lives. 
You never felt unimportant talking with Virgina. She wanted to hear your 
story.  
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And she shared her life with you. Her stories were amazing. She never 
interrupted your story, but she always had a fun story that she shared with 
you to join you in your sorrow or joy.  
 
And she never just talked to her “circle” of friends. She cared about all of 
you. Would that we all exhibit this care for all who have been placed in our 
life. 
 
Third, she enjoyed life. Life is never easy. Virginia, as a child of the great 
depression, could relate to you that life can be difficult. It is full of 
challenges and persecutions. Jesus even promises that you will face 
persecutions. Peter is writing to Christians who are suffering because of 
their faith. But his epistle is full of joy. It is rightly called the epistle of joy.  
 
Virginia exhibited joy in all circumstances. Now, we must not confuse joy 
and happiness. Happiness is fleeting. Joy is constant because joy is rooted 
in the source of joy, Christ. Virginia was rooted to Christ. This was reflected 
in the joy she had in a variety of circumstances. She did not let the Great 
Depression rob her of her faith in Christ. She did not let the many travels 
she did distract her from her faith in Christ. She remained rooted in Him 
and that was evident to all of us who were impacted by her life. Would that 
you all remain rooted to Christ, whether you face famine or feast; tragedy 
or victory.  
 
Now we must finish by clearing up another misconception. Life in Christ is 
a life of faith. Works follow faith, to be sure, but faith is what keeps you in 
the joy of Christ. Virginia is not in heaven because she did so many great 
works, and hers is a life full of good works, but because she had faith in 
Jesus Christ. Virginia’s faith was tested and found to be genuine. That faith 
in Jesus has saved her soul. That same faith in Jesus will save your soul.  
 

5 



Cling in faith to Jesus. He has promised to give you the same inheritance 
Virginia now enjoys. He will surely do it! 
 
Tuesday, Trinity 3 
Rev. Bill Maggard 
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