
 

God invites you to His Great Banquet 

Luke 14:15-24 
 
     Planning for a wedding is stressful.  I am so happy I won’t have to be involved with 
those for at least 8 years.  Picking the venue, picking the decorations, picking the food, 
and not to mention picking who is invited. Weddings can cost tons of money.  So it is 
customary to send out invitations to get a head count of who is a�ending.  Usually a 
le�er is returned of who can a�end and who can’t.  Banquets back in the day were very 
similar and In magnificent feasts, as at royal weddings, a general invitation was given; 
the accepters were summoned by a second message at the time of the feast (Proverbs 
9:1-3; Luke 14:17; Ma�hew 22).  This banquet was like the banquet to end all banquets. 
This was like ge�ing invited to the Royal Wedding, but even bigger.  This is the event to 
end all events and only a once in a lifetime opportunity to a�end this.  All the stops 
have been pulled.  The best food, the best of everything. 

In our gospel reading all these people were invited to this grand event and 
responded with the intent to come to the banquet.  Then when the very mouthpiece of 
the man came, the messenger, to tell them to come to the banquet all of them decided 
not to go.  Now many of them sound like good reasons not too.  One just got married 
another had a huge business deal that needed to watched over, another purchased land 
and had to check on it to make sure it was a good deal.  The problem is they already 
said they would come and when.  Now yes they had good reasons, but they are pu�ing 
the man’s banquet below their own interests.  They are saying what they have to do is 
more important than His feast. 
Jesus was talking to the Pharisees and He was trying to get them to see that He was 
talking about them.  Here the chosen people, the Jews, were promised a Savior and here 
He is face to face with them and they can’t even see it.  They don’t even know that the 
Messenger is here inviting them to the Father’s banquet.  Yet, what they see is someone 
challenging their authority instead of seeing the Authority before them. Instead of 
repenting and believing they denied him and relied on their self righteousness instead 
of His righteousness.  This is what the people did in the parable.  This is what the 
Pharisees did and sadly this what people do today. 
     Christ came in flesh and blood.  He the very Word of God spoke the invitation to the 
Jews and He was rejected.  Yet, His invitation was still for them.  His invitation opened 
up for all of humanity in His death and resurrection.  This was the invitation that is 
given the world.  Believe in Him and you will be saved.  Christ’s death and resurrection 
has paid for your sins.  His body and blood sit here on the table.  This is the foretaste of 
the feast to come.  This is the body and blood that was shed for the remission of sins. 
The Word has gone out.  Christ’s death and resurrection has been proclaimed.  Yet, 

 



there were Jews that could not heed this invitation.  Their hearts were hardened by their 
own deeds and their own righteousness.  This is truly sad and heartbreaking.  
Here on the table we have the Lord’s Supper.  Here is the banquet this is what you are 
invited to.  This is the meal that you are invited to.  You can shun the grace of God and 
stand in your own righteousness or rest in the grace He pours out onto you.  Here is the 
peace and the rest and the grace that lasts forever.  This is greater than any earthly 
banquet or celebration.  This banquet celebrates the reunion of God and man through 
Christ’s sacrifice. 
     It is so sad to see that many people today put the focus on their other “more 
important” ma�ers. It is sad to see people find greater joy in worldly pleasures and 
interests then a�ending His divine service.  It is sad to see people pu�ing their own 
interests or events first when they have God Himself here ready to give Himself to you 
so that you would be made clean.  That your burdens would be taken care of that you 
could have that assurance that you are His.  This is where it is found.  This is Him for 
you.  This is His service to you to mark you and let you know you are redeemed. 
This is the Wisdom you hear about in the OT reading.  This is the wisdom that will 
reprove the wise man and love.  This is the instruction that will make you wiser and 
increase in learning.  It is trusting in your baptism, it is trusting in His Word, it is 
trusting the Lord’s Supper forgives and renews you.  This Wisdom is Christ.  It is He 
that is Wisdom and that gives true wisdom.  The wisdom of the gospel.  The wisdom 
that Christ is our payment for sin.  That He is the only way for redemption.  That 
through Him the wages of sin have been paid.  Do not be the scoffer that hears Wisdom 
and hates it.  Jesus calls you to turn in here.  He says to you “Come eat of my bread and 
drink of the wine I have mixed.”  The forgiveness of sins is found in my blood.  It is in 
my death and resurrection that you have newness of life.  Leave your simple ways and 
live! 
     If you have failed at doing this you are just as the Pharisees.  You have put your 
ma�ers in front of His.  They were blinded to their sin.  They did not see their despair. 
They were the scoffer, they were the wicked men.  They did not understand the burden 
they were trying to shoulder.  They shunned God because they thought they could be 
righteous that they could make that choice that they could choose their salvation.  Do 
not be these men.  Do not mock what God has given you do not throw away your 
invitation, do not make light of what God has done for you, do not think you have the 
choice to decide your fate, do not commit the unforgivable sin do not reject the Holy 
Spirit, do not deny Christ’s deed.  
     Christ was trying to help these Pharisees before they missed the banquet.  What’s 
crazy is that really He is only trying to look out for them and He still trying to look out 
for you.  He knows your hurt.  He knows your issues.  He knows your burdens and this 
is why He went to the cross.  So do not be hard hearted and stiff necked.  Do not be 

2 



proud and strong, don’t let your cares in the world get in the way of the Lord caring for 
you.  Allow Him to care for you.  Allow Him to forgive you for the wrongs that you 
have done.  This is the invitation, this is Christ, He died for you.  That you are a sinner 
and He is your Savior.  Every Sunday He comes to us with open arms ready to take in 
the poor, the crippled, the blind and lame, the people from the streets and the lanes 
because He wants the world to celebrate this feast.  His death and resurrection was not 
for a select few, but for all.  His salvation is for all.  It is for you.  
     He welcomes you into His banquet and He has pulled out all the stops.  The Father 
has given you the very best, His Son.  He spared no expense.  He paid the ultimate price 
by le�ing His Son face His wrath so that you would not.  He allowed His Son to die so 
that you would live.  He put His Son’s robe on you.  You are now covered by His blood 
and are whiter than snow.  You are given forever through His forgiveness.  This is what 
you receive here.  You only receive the best.  This is what you get in His Word and 
Sacrament.  You are being  fed with food finer than any earthly meal could give you. 
You are being fed with the Bread of Life.  With this Bread you no longer will hunger. 
Here you are eternally satisfied.  Here is your inheritance, here is communion, here is 
salvation for you it is in Christ Jesus.  He has picked the best venue, paradise.  You are 
guaranteed no more pain, no more sorrow.  You only will have the eternal joy of the 
Lord.  
 
SDG 
 
Rev. Daniel Holm 
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